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city from the Maratha attacks and
Eater used as the basa for military
campaigns i the Deccan

T numenous gates of Aurangabaad
are culstanding remaants in the
annaks of histony, Initially, thems
were four |'_|r|r|ri[|.|[ fates to than

city and nme smaller gates. Some
of the gates are Delhi Gate, Paithan
Gate, Roghan Gate, Bhadkal Gate,
Rangeen Darsaza, Kaala Dansvaza,
Kat ¥at Gate, Buland Darwaza and
Barapulla Gate

The most proménent gates facing
the candinal points are named after
at lke far beyond in Uhat
direction: the Delhi Gate to the north,
Paithan Gate to the south, Mecca
(Makai) Gate to the west and the
Jalng Gate 1o the east. These arched
structures form the four principal
gatewarys to the city. However, the
Bhadkal Gabe hogs the Emelight for
being the highest gate

Lhe Cllses

[he architecture of mast of the gates
i the same obust structures with
high bastions and strong imposing
daors hasving a stnong essence of
{slamic architecture, The Mughals
wire greatly influenced by Persian

¥ Below: Naukat Darwata, an inpesing wal

with a maln arch, 1% 1he setand largedt gate after
Bhadkal Gate

Ay Paithan Gate bs the ssuth of the diy
avertesks the statws of Loksmanya Tikak

culture and tradition and that is clearly
wisible in the architecture of the gates
They have been constructed with an
outer stonewall and an infill that s a
combination of stone, brick and lime,
Wrought iron has been used to fill
mary of the joints, thus making them
not mene abjects af display but pillars
of strength. On the whole, cach gate
waries in design, structure or direction

thus, differentiating one from the other,

Paithan Gate, to the south of the cty,
averlooks a Lokmanya Tilak statue on
one side, while on the other side it

apens inte a busy rodd wnd gazes at a
minaret far acrass the street. Flanked

by two watchtowers and an arched
niche, Paithan Gate resembles the
facade of a casthe. The gate to the
north of the city is Delhi Darwaza
The watchtower af this gae has

a striking simiarity to a goriboa”
gurmbaz {dome) often crovmed with
4 finial and has arched balconkes
at each level. A massve gateway
greets the onlooking street and
thie watchtower

The mext qate on our agenda was
the Mecca Gate of the Makal Gate
ta the west. Our guide infoamed us
that most of the gates wsed to have
cantons mounted on them, howeves,
today, Mecca Gate is the only one
that retaing a cannon, In between
the Delhi and Mecca Gates lies the
Quil-g-Ark. The citadel built by
Aurangzeb in AD 1692 comprised of
sivieral siruciunes such as Dwan-
e-Aam, Diwan-e-Khas, Mandana
hahal angd Janana dMahal, twa other
mosques and forl fied wealle wath
Fiwe gates.

Loors of art

Mohamood Darwaza and s fortified
wall encirches the enterprising
Panchalki (water wheel). The
waterfall at Panchakki is suppdied
through the neler (canal) with

a seried of siphans bailt abong



as the Taj of the Deccan, and the
;u;.;ml.'u and Fllara caves. But call it
the City of Gates and not many souls
know wil is gaing on
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& Abowe: Mughal stroviures swe the viewer s
atvert Ehe exalted siatus of thelr imperial patron

Left: Bashan Gate amid 2 matling city rad snd
many & hawker shibvioe to [t preserce

I:Il,lrl:lg my bempy rickshaw nde
through the dusty, bustling and
meandering streets of Aurangabad,

| wondered when this self-inflicted
tortune would end, As | gazed out

aof my rickshaw, | was incogatsant of
the fact that | was headed to a place
where history had been witnessed but
not recaorded. It was a bright summaer
doy and | kad managed to trace my
way to the gate, through a labyrinth
of alleys. Traversing the confusing
maze of lanes, dotted with wibrant
maetas (Taies) that Aaunted thesr
goods was the most tedious part. The
arched entrance of Bhadkal Barwaza
or Victory Gate magnitied as we drew
claser toit. That was just the fest of
the Gates of Aurangabad

The gateways to hstory
f:lru:_|-|'-.||":,l knowm as Khadka,
Aurangabad is situated on the Kham

River in the Dudhana Valbey Bebwesn

the Lakenvara Hills and the Satara
maunlain range i Mlaharashtra, It
was founded by Malik Amber in
AD 1610 at a crossroad of one of
the region’s major trade routes and
was indorparated in the Mughal
Emgire in AD 1637_ Renamed in
honour af Prince Aurangzeb, whien
hie bacame the Viceroy of the Deccan
in Al 1653, the walls wene built by
him a5 a mode of defending the
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local bus

ks route. it onginates close to the
Jatwada Hills and travels a distance
of about & km before emptying out
into the tank at Panchakki. The force
of this Falling water i ised 1o tum
the blades of a mill for grnding corn,
hence the name Panchakki,

Rangesn Damwaza i one of the most
beautifil of gates. A prshiog or a
recessad arch niche within a frame

is the defining point of this gate
Mughal buiddings awe onbookers and
further stress on the exalted status

af their impenial patron. Cusped
arches, graceful stender minanets
FEelgw: The gabeway thal leadh to Or Babaahel
Ambedicar Uniseruty,

iborer [rightc Bhadkal Gate by ene ol the highest
galey, it han o massiee gech, whick aligmn wehidles
10 pas Through,
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and mesmernising domes give
these structunes an ethereal grade.
Buland Darwaza is the biggest of
them all. it differs from the other
gates s s architectune, with two
lewels and a main arch whose
entrance can accommodate a
local bars. Its walls have Foriated
paltens an its surface all around
the arcs,

Begumpura was ako fortified in
AD 1696, This city wall is terraced
and has solid masonry. Standing

at nat more than 14 ft in some
places, the total length of the wall
is @ fitthe over 6 miles, although it i
now [n ruins, Rauza or Khuldabad
[meaning heavenly abode) was
ance an important town around
which Aurangreb built a wall with
weven gates. The place ks also
famous far the Bhadra Hanuman or
Hanuman in a sleeping posture,

A famows poet vsed doors in g
metaphor, when he said, “there are
things known and there are things
unknown and in betwean are the
doors (domazahs)™. The gates in
Aurangabad interspaced betwesn
the precincts of the city do have

a lat te tell wss, things known.

things unknowm. .. it is up to us to
explore the nexus between the city

of urangabad and the city gates.
Although they have autlived their
functional relevance, they continue to
act ws bookmarks of a time gone by,
————




